Father and Son

of the strength so necessary for impressing Germany.   It
makes a bad impression on me.

The Emperor is ill. He can't go to the big manoeuvres
which are taking place in Saxony this year. One asks whether
he will be able to undertake his journey to Switzerland for
which great preparations have been made. I fancy there have
been battles with the Empress who particularly wished for
the Crown Prince's withdrawal from Danzig and an end to
this paternal punishment. After all that had happened the
punishment was well deserved and I doubt whether the
Empress is right in desiring a reconciliation which might
cause bickerings. . . . The fact is the Crown Prince is to
be given command of a regiment at Potsdam, when the
manoeuvres are over. I cannot really believe the Emperor
has been sufFering from, articular rheumatism because his ill-
ness has lasted only three days whereas that disease keeps one
glued to bed for at least six weeks. The paper said this
morning he had already had more than an hour's walk in the
park at Wilhelmshohe. In spite of all his misdeeds he has
so many good qualities I wish him a long life. . . .

The German papers continue to print incredible phantasies
about your peace negotiations and the concessions you are
disposed to make. The Turks don't seem to be particularly
enchanted with Berchtold's proposal -which they have quite
politely treated in a high-handed -way. They're astonishing,
those people !

The Emperor has returned to Berlin looking perfectly well
without a trace of his recent indisposition. It seems he's
going to Mainau after Switzerland to see the Grand Duchess
of Baden before he resumes his life at Potsdam. In the mean-
time Dresden must have much regretted his absence. They
had made great preparations there to receive htm and every-
one regrets the useless expenditure.
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